On diplomats during the Holocaust: the case of the Romanian Constantin Karadja

Floris van Dijk

At the end 0fl942, almost all European countri&ere occupied by the Nazisupportedthe
Nazis or stayedneutral; only the United Kingdomthe Soviet Union and Icelafalight

among the Allid PowersRomania was a German ally and therefore has diffe=ilh coping
with its role duringhe Second World War. The complex history of the country also shows
that antisemitism was paramount beferand during the wartime&ll the moreremarkable
that a senior official of th&@omaniarMinistry of Foreign Affairactivelyopposedo the pro
Germanand antisemite polidesof his own government anthus savedthousandsof Jews.

TheHolocaust
Beyondany doubt he Second World War was the magtiesome low pointof human
civilization.Never beforehavepeoplebeenkilled on such a scaland part of thenbecause
of who they wereNever beforenavecitizens on both sidelseenseen as importantargets
for mass killingdike bombardmentsThe deaths were the result aidustrializedethnic
extermination of Jews, Rom&inti and Slavic peoplether causes of death weferced
labor, direct acts of waand military operationsexploitation forcedmigration hunger and
malnutrition, and stateorganized terror against resistance fightgpslitical opponents,
prisoners of war, homosexualand JehovawitnessesEven a new generation of weapons of
mass destructionvasrequired to end the war with Japashaken confidence and fear of
repetition, mainly causedby the weak international cooperation at the time, ledgostwar
decolonization and the creation of international institutions like the United Natithes,
North AtlanticTreaty Organizationthe European Atomic Energy Community and the
European Union. In short, the Second World War has touched upon everyone, has set the
new world order and remains the basis for a society of peace, security and human dignity.

The events between 1939 and 1945 dirkkedinextricably to thedecades that
precededit. That epoch wasnarked by manynternationaltensions andegionalwars, such
as the Francd’russian War (1870871), the Russia@ttoman War (187+41878), the two
conflicts in the Balkans (1912 and 1918§ two Chineselapanese wan(18941895, 1937
1945),the FirstWorld War (19141918), the Spanish civil war (193839) and the Soviet
Finnish winter war (19320). All these military conflicts have contributed tw cumulated
in, the Second World Waxowing nationalism and racism in Europe and Asia, aggressive
foreign polices, German annexation of adjacent areas, social unrest and extreme poverty,
and theeconomic crisis in Germany eventually led to the biggest war ever, with an
estimated number otasualties of ® to 85 million worldwide.

TheHolocaust or Shoah & integralpart of the Second World WaGeven
specialized extermination camps were established by the Naasrtihilate Jews,Roma
Sinti and Slavs: Auschwiirkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Maly Trostenets, Sobibor
and Treblinka. These camps were part of a huge system of places, more2ban total,
where people were brought togethemder military compulsiomand where million®f
people diedunderappalling conditions. The Holocawstuntssix millionmortal victims of
whichtwo million were not killed in gas chambelsit in mass shooting§he Holocaust was
the most effective genocide evand directedagainst the foundationsf Westernhumanist
civilization: unique because it was purely driven by ideology, and unique because of its



incredible size and statenposed industrialized destructioof fellow humans

Resistance

In these anxious tims of Nazi suppressiosomeshowedcouragenotwithstandingthe

constant threat of violent punishmenEorms of resistance arose in tbecupied regions
Among Jews armed resistansaw light Mordechai Anielewicz and Marek Edelman led the
uprising of 1943 in the Warsaw ghettbogetrer with his army of partisanBuvia Bielski was
able to hide 1200ewishrefugeesfrom the Nazisuccessfully in th8elarusforests. Jewish
militias were formed, some of them in uniform, suchrn@srthe Lithuanian Vilnius. In
Auschwitz and Treblinka unstessfutevoltstook place but the outbreak othe Sobibor
uprisingin October 1943 led to the closure of the camp. Jewish volunteers paachuted
into occupied territory to organize resistance, such as Hannah Szenes. Under General
Wiladyslaw Anders @r one hundred thousand Polish soldiers and civilians, including many
Jews as Menachem Begmarchedn 1942 under terrible conditions from Siberian Tashkent
to Palestire; having arrived theremany joined the Allied armies.

Despite their own nationality othergot involved inresistanceagainst Nazi rul&o.
Examples are the German studseophie and Hans Scholl, the theologian Dietrich
Bonloffer, the army offices Claus von Stauffenberg and Hans Odtex head of the Abwhr
Admiral Wilhelm Canariand possibly Field Marshal Erwin Rommel.

A few managedas alleged Nagto save Jews frora certain death such as the
Sudeten German businessman Oskar Schindlersmboessfullgragged1200 Jewshrough
the waras indispensaklworkess. Using his status Albert Goring (indeed, brotbBrsaved
several Jews and dissident$he head of the registration of Jews in the Netherlands, Hans
Georg Calmeyer, approved 3700 official complaiatssciously preventing people to be
sent toextermination campsThe German captain of the Wehrmacht Wilm Hosenfeld
suffereduntil his death in 1952 in Russian captivity near Stalindradingsaved a number
of Polish Jewsuchas the radio pianist Wladyslaw Szpilmbiaving witnessed the gassing
of Jews in Belzedh¢ pious SSdoctor and engineeKurt Gersteinrepeatedly tried to warn
the Allied forcesabout the Holocausfrom as early a4942

Some heads of stat@soopposedsuccessfullyThe Moroccan sultan Mohammed V
refused to implement theacial laws imposed by Vichy France abred the demanded
extradition of Jews tthe extermination camps. The Bulgarian King BorisidiVing joined
t he Nazi ' s refusedibenposehantiledvighheasuresandto send army
divisions to the Eastn Front.During a lunch with &uriousHitler Borispersistedthat Jews
were indispensable to the construction of internal roads and railways. Shorédgwatds
Boris died unexpected|probably due tgoisoningMany military commanders and police
officers in Italy refused to persecute aagtradite Jewsand the Finnish government did so
too.

Diplomats in wartime

Diplomatshadthe professional contactand sometimes the resources to help persecuted
people and refugeesn any case, they had accessach-needed travel documents. In July
1938 the international conference in Evitnok place intended to discuss the European
refugee problem, to encourage the emigration of Jews and to establish an international
organization. It soon became clear that the countpessentwere not preparedo increase
immigration quotas, referring to the highmemploymentfiguresin their own countres only
the Dominican Republiteclaredto acceptthem, while claiming remunerationin return.



Against this backgroundpmediplomats in the yearthat followed refusedo provide
assistance to Jewish refugedsit othersdid it anyway.

The American Hiram Bingham IV, son of the explorer and scientisstobd model
for Indiana Jones, worked as \icensul in Marseille closetgpgetherwith journalist Varian
Fry. Binghanmssued secalled Nansen passports, desigrfed stateless persongho could
not get any identity document®m local authorities. Fry hithe refugees, mostlyvell-
knownintellectuals and artists, awaitirfgr their journeyto Portugal or Matinique. The
Chinese Consul General in Vienna, Feng Shawithessedthe desperation among Austrian
Jewsafter the AnschlussndKristallnachtin 1938. Despite a strict ban he gave hundreds,
possibly thousands of visésr Shanghato Jews, thugnablingthe possibity of legalized
escape

Manydiplomats from neutral countriedid what they couldThe biggest
orchestratedaction to protect Jews took place in Budapest, whi@s in a spiral of violence
against Jews in 1944 and 194&5entually, half the Jewish populain would survive The
Swiss viceonsul Carl Lutz gave 8,000 lettefgprotection, proclaimedmany houses with
refugees under Swiss protection and negotiated directly with Adolf Eichmann. His
performance was so openly that the German ambassador in Hyngamund
Veesenmayeraskedpermission to murder Lutz. Lutz waispportedby other diplomats of
neutral countries, such as the Portuguese Carlos dBramquinho Teixeira and Carlos
Sampaio Garriddhe Spanish Minister Angel Sanz Briz, the Swiss envoy of the Red Cross
Friedrich Born anthe Swedish consuRaoul Wallenberg. Wallenberg is almost certainly the
most famous diplomathavinghanded over ters of thousandof protection letters in
Budapest in 184 andhavingprovided thirty shelterhomes to Hungarian Jews. He personally
followed a death march to Austria order toclaim as many Jeves possibleinder Swedish
rule. Wallenberg died in Russian captivity, probably in 1947.

As a diplomat of the Vatan City in BulgarigdAngelo Rottgrovidedbaptismal
certificates to JewsNhenappointed papal nuncio in Budapebke protested fiercelyo the
Hungarian government against the violence against Jews in 1944 andH®&4#sdook the
initiative to estabkhthe so-called "international ghettd (where eventually25,000 Jews
would survive the war) and was active in the international Red Cross Committee, established
at the initiative of Carl Lutz. Angelo Roncalli did the same in Grbetggan old friend of
the BulgariarKingBorislll and former papal nuncio in Sofia (192934), Istanbul (1934
1937) and Athens (1931944). He became known in 1958 as pope under the name John
XXIII.

The Swiss vieeonsul in Bregenz was Ernst Prodolliet, vgpplied300 Austrian
Jewswith transit visas. He was discipliflgrmoved to Amsterdam but continued his
assistance to Jews there. Aristides de Sousa MendegpidlisPortuguese consul in
Bordeaux, providedagainst the eglicit orders of his governmentmore than 1500
Portugueseentry and transit visas to Jews June 1940After he was recallefbr disciplinary
reasonshe passed the consulate in Bayonne, saw groups of desperate refugees at the
consulatethere tooandagain- on hisown initiative - issted visas.

The Mexican consul in Marseilles Gilberto Bosques rented two chateaux to provide
exit visas tanearly 40,000 Jewish and Spanish refugees. Bosques was arrested by the
Gestapo in 1944 and exchanged against German prisahevar. Later hdbecame
ambassdor in European countries and in CubBlase Castellanos Contreras was Consul
General in Geneva in 194@r El Salvador. He gave thousands of visas, evendaksgthus
allowingJewish refugeet travel to South America. He also issued 13,000 certificates



statingthe registeredcitizenship of El Salvaddrhe Brazilian Aracy de Carvalho Guimaraes
Rosawas employed adiplomatic clerk in Hamburg. Frothe Kristallnachtonwards she

gave thousandsfovisas to Jews, but without the signature,'utitil Brazil joined the Allg
Forcedn 1942.

Selahattin Ulkiimen was Turkish consul in Rhobies944 he triedto get the 1,700
Greek Jewgathered for deportationunder the neutral Turkish authority, teateningwith
an international scandaHe failed, but was successful wttke Turkish Jews. In retaliation
the Turkish embasswas bombedkilling Ulkimengregnantwife.

Even somealiplomatsbelongngto the Axis powerselped JewsTheChristian Chiune
Siguhara is the only Japanese who has resmowledgedy Yad Vashem. As consul in
Lithuania, he did not wafbr the required permission from Tokyo anewg 3,500 transit
visasthroughRussia and Japaa Jewish refugeeseven after theofficial ban. He
collaborated with the Dutch consul Jan Zwartendijkpwdsued the entry visag®r Curacao
without the permission of the governorhe Italian Giorgio Perlasca worked as a meat buyer
for the Italian Army on the Eastern Front. He maintaiméose contacwith the Spanish
Minister Sanz Briz and appointed himseshis deputy when Sanz Bimascalled away from
Budapest. It enabled him to smuggle®usands of Jews out éfungary on the basis of a law
dating from 1924according tovhich Sparsh citizenship could be grantéd Sephardic Jews.
Perlasca alwaystayedsilent about his role andas tracked by grateful survivoosly in
1987, after years of searching.

Romania duringhe Secon®orld Warl

Romania memoiiesof the Second World Waare a painful subjectBetween 2002 and
2005, a Commission established by President lon lliescu, investigamania's involvement
in the Holocaust. Thenpetuswas the storm of criticisrin reaction tothe statement by a
minister that no Holocaust had kan place on Romanian soil. The chairmanship of the
committeewas accepted bthe Nobel Prize winner Elie Wiesel. The commission Wiesel
came up with a figure gfossibly500,000 victims: between 280,000 and 380,000 Romanian
and Ukrainian Jewserekilled n Romania and in the territories under Romanian contirol
addition, 135,000 Romanian Jews from Hungary Brashsylvanigwhich wascontrolled by
Romanig; 5,000 Romania Jewdivingoutside Romanigand 11,000 Romanian Roma. This
was double the number ofictims the Romanian Holocaustaispreviously sett. Thusthe
Romanians would have more deathis their consciencéhan any other collaboratig
country, according to the commission.

Romania todays facingthis dark periodunderthe Nazi ideologyin Bucharest a
multi-day pogromwas organizedh January 1941, in which naked Jews welledin a
slaughterhouse. Another example is the infamous pogrom in the eastern town of lasi: 13,000
Jews were murdered on June 27, 194hen another group wabeing diven aroundin two
death trainsanddyingdue toexhaustion, suffocation, dehydration and suicid@her
systematic killings found their way into Bukovina, Odessa, Moldova (then known as
Bessarabia) and Transnistria. In August 1941, Hitler praised the Romanian dictator lon
Antonescuor his radical approaclzrom October 1941 to January 1942 in and acbtire
Ukrainian city of Odesgans of thousands ajews and Romaere murdered by Romanian
and German troops. In other places teesatzkommandosere assisted by Romanian
units.



Jewish mass graves with victims of death tramsside lasi (F. an Dijk)

Some nationastic and fascisbrganizationghrew themselves wholeheartedly into
the mass murder of Jewsych aghe Arrow Cross in Hungaandthe HlinkaGuardin
SlovakiaRomanighadits Iron Guard Garda de Figr This movement was foundeal 1930
by the German and Frengducated antiemite Corneliu Codreanu. Originatigmed the
Legion of the Archangel Michagélegiunea Arhanghelului Mihgilt was a mixturef cultural
nationalism, fascism, asgmitism,traditionalism, rejectiorof modernization and a unique
religious orientation. Codreanu went as a prophet on horseback across the country and
proclaimedhis militant rhetorie. In the turbulent thirties there were major tensions
between the charismatic Codreanu and the government around Karol 1l. The fact that
Codreanu wasnaltreated during hisrrest was answered with the murder of the
responsible police prefeca deed thatwas not prosecutedThe movementisedprovoked
pogroms and political murders by death squadslledDecemvirand Nicadori A shortlived
reign of the Iron Guardesulted in aviolent chaos. In 1938arol ltook action Codreanu
was sentenced to ten years hard labor dalied during transport to another prison.

Since 1939 Romania was the largest oil suppligsérmany, although the country
was officially neutral. On November 23, 198{dined the Axigpowers Under dictator
Antonescu the Iron Guaravith their the new leader Horia Simgpta second chancé&ut
leather-cladiron Guardsmenon motorcycles terrazed public life, and especially Jews. Now
it wasAntonescu s t denl harshlypwitithe rebels in Januard@41, with the approval of
Hitler - although thelron Guard flirtedopenly with Nazi Germany. In retura thankful
Antonescu senho less tharfifteen army divisions to the Eastern Front.

Constantin Karadja

On24 November 1889 Constéin Jean Lars Anthony Demetrius Kara@@ame family

members chose for Caradjajps born inan ypperclasenvironment. His father was the

Ottoman prince Jean Constiin Alexandre Othon Karadja Pasha, born in 1835, akmelivn
diplomat, army officer, society figure, but also a virtuoso pianist and composer. His bloodline
went back to the Venetian Doge family, the Byzantine nobility and rulers of Wallachia. His
military and legal training he had gone through in Athens and Berlin. After embassies in



Berlin, Brussels, The Hague, Turin, Ancona and Brindisi, he became director of the oldest
high school in Turkey in 1879, founded in 1481, the Galatasaray Lisesi. Amongldréss

would be formed later one of the leading Turkish football clubs. Karadja could now also carry
the Ottoman noble title "PashaAlthough only 46 years ojdut after a diplomatic career of

31 yearshe wasappointedspecial envoy in The Hague andc¢&holmin 1881 He took his
temporary residence in Hotel PaulezThe Haguewhile looking for anajestic house

somewhere in the city.
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Birth certificate of Constantin Karadja (Haags Gemeentearchief)

Fromthe first marriageof Karadja seniowith Caroline Durand a daughteras born
but the marriagehadendedsoon He remarried in 1887 to Marie Louise Smith, better
known as Princess Mary Karadja of Sweden, daughter of the wealthy beverage producer and
politician Lars Olsson Smith. From that mareiag 2:30PMon November 24, 1889
Constantirwasborn at the address Nassaulaan 1. Karadja senior, "residing in
Constantinople”, signed birth certificate number 493426 Novembern the presence of
witnessdoctorJan Coert As pr of e s s iboitengédweon gezamtten one d
gevolmachtigd Minister van Turkije bij het Nederlandsché Hof t o be "spe@ahs| at ed
envoy and plenipotentiariinister of Turkey at the DutcRoyalCourt." An older brother of
Constantin lived onlfor ten months and hehada youngersisterby the name of Despina,
bornin 1892

Mother Mary Karadjgublishedin 1892 a welreviewed bundle of 150 pages of
philosophical musings French such as "God created man and woman, but who created
the motherin-law?", "The god is for #anunfortunatesasthe medicine is for sickand
"Prejudice is a wall of ice; one must migldlown.” The booklet costed 3,50 Dutch florins,
whichcan be regardedsrather expensive at the timeédther books from her hand would
follow, such aspiritistische Phaenomene und Spiritualistische Offenbarufig@€9) and



Sieben Sakramen{@ot dated).With such a broad internationaind intellectuabackground

a promising career lay ahead for Prince Constantin Karadja. But he would surpass hi$ colorfu
father andhis sophisticated motheby obtaining &me byhis acts duringhe war in many

respects; even more remarkable that he is so unknetilh

Kade Mlxlnn'llu

Naussaulaarﬁl8%8) (Haagse Beeldbank)

According to insurances of real estate Karadja senior was registered at the address
Nassaulaan 1. Was the first in a rowight next tothe bridge across the canadt the corner
of the Mauritskade It was built in 184647 as ordered by King Willembyt number 1 was
torn down and reconstructed in 189The houses were originally meant for cavalry officers



of t he Ki ngdtmumberlgin 1863 the stdiblesovenenovated to the biggest
church in the Netherlandat that timewith more than 2000 seats.

In the newspapemieuws van de Dalgom February2, 1889a diplomatic riotwas
feared because of the stench of the open water in front of the Karadja's place. Karadja
senior, also being envoy in Stockholm, went abroggllarly On February 111890 in the
Leydse Courana removal was announcethost likelyto the castle of Karadja senior in
Bovigny, near Luxembourtitere he died on August 11, 18%&cording to his obituary of
August 13, 1894and not in The Hague, atated erroneous until now)On April 10, 1890 an
advertisement irthe Haagse Courantannoun@d the disposal othe householdeffectsfrom
Nassaulaan:birds, including peacocks (a strange phenomenon for a town hasseese
arenoisy animals), and a wine collectionssimeimportance Any connection between the
stench and the removab Bovignycannot be proven.

After Karadja senidnaddeceased Constantin was four years oldhis mother
returned to Sweden and Constantin wewt high schoothere. Foraneducation based on
humanist principdshe was sent to England: latendedFramlingham College in Suffolk
from 1906 to 1908 and studied from 1908 to 1910 international law at the Honourable
Society of the Inner Temple in Lond@&ithough a member of the Order of British lawyers,
he then worked in the Ottoman Foreign Ministe Political Affairs Department. In October
1912 he returned to Sweden and worked in 1914 and 1915 for the "Private Sveriges Central
Bank".

Karadja 1913 1916 1922

One of his many talents was a gregutitude for languages: as a diplomat he would
speakeEnglish, French, German, Romanian, Swedish, Danish and Norwagddition, he
masteredthe extinctlanguages Latin and Greek. In 1916 he mdraalistant cousin, the
Romanian princess Marcela Elena Karadja (11&86.), andhe couplesettled in Bucharest.
The city was then callédMicul Paris ("Little Paris Because of its historical buildings,
beautiful architecture and cosmopolitan atmosplkeBoon hey had two children, Jean
Aristide Constantin Georges Caradja (1:9983) and MarieMar cel | e Nadé-j e Kar
2006); she would latdnbecome anun in JerusalenConstantin Karadjawasgrantedthe
Romanian nationality in 1920 arné started onan impressive career. Romanian consul in
Budapest (1921.922);adviser to the Ministry of Finance, including head of the Romanian
delegation at the International Economic Conference in Geneva (1927); Director of



International Policy (1927); Consul Genanabtockholm (1928930); Consul General in
Berlin (19321941) and Director of Consular Affa@itthe Foreign Ministry in Bucharest
(1941:1944). In the latter two functions, hecquired a goo&nowledge othe Nazi regime
and its antsemitic ideology.

Bu Constantin Karadja wasuchmore than a diplomat. He was an avid lover of
literature. He was soon regardedn expert ofincunabula European prints dating from
before 1501 Next to thewell-known Bible by Johannes Gutenbel@ingfrom 1455 the
incunabua concerneditions of manuscripts, printed in almost three hundred cities from
Westminster to Constantinople and from Lisbon to Lubeck. The ogmteary collections
are storedworldwide in hundreds of librariearadjawas also the author of several wark
on the history of Romania, such B& Altesten gedruckten Quellen zur Geschichte der
Ruméanen Gutenberg Jahrbuch 193h. the early forties he also publishede of thevery
first consular handbooksn exceptional and systematic waskll on the deskef many
Romanian diplom@. Ths Diplomatic and Consular Handbookngs together laws,
regulations, documents, instructions and excerpts of legal doctrine, accompanied by
explanations designed to provide diplomatic and consular personnel with landnmattkesiti
routine work

From 1932 onKaradjawas Romania©onsul Generdab Germany. Berlin was the
capital of the Nazis, the political center of the totalitarian regime. The events and locations
are almost infinitethe rise of the NSDAEhe speeches of ier to the Reichstag, thblaze
of the samebuilding on February 27, 1938e death sentence of the supposed perpetrator
Marinus van der Lubbehe massivebook burning on May 10, 1933 at the Bebelplatz,
hunting of communists, the harassment of Jethe designingand construction work to
change Berlin from 1935tm WelthauptstadtGermaniathe annexations of Saarland and
Sudetenlandthe OlympicGames of 1936 the Anschlus®f Austriathe Kristallnachtof
November 9, 1938, the political prisdidtzenseethe invasion in Polandhe removal of
tens of thousands of Berlin Jews fraailwaystation Grunewaldand so onKaradja has
seen them all from a very close distanBeiring the war, Berlin became increasingly more
affected by allied bombirgy Despite stubborn resistance from the SS foreign volunteers and
soldiers of thevolkssturnthe ruined cityfinally fell on April 30, 1945.

In a stream of memos, letters and reports, filed in the Romanian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Holocaust Museum in Washington, DX@radjarepeatedlyasked for action
from the central authorities in Bucharegteferring b the violation of the civirights of Jews.

He pointed out that "all Romanian citizens deserve our protection, regardless of their ethnic
origin or their religion” (1938). In the summer of 1938 he propasegrotect the Jews wi t h
all diplomatic meanstogether with the British ad Americans, invoking the Treaty of
Commerce and Navigation of August 17, 1925. Aftekhstallnachtof November 9, 1938,

he sent a detailed report to Buchareaboutantisemitic violence andeflectedominously

over the foreseeable future for Jews imN Germany. In a subsequent letter, he stated that

it was impossible for Jews to stagylonger in Germany (1938). Karadja was very well aware
of the growing antJewish measures and stricter legislation in Romébiairfstance with

regard tothe issuingof Romanian passports), but continued to defend and call for foelp

the Jews, "that requests from Jews of Romanian nationality, asking to return to Romania,
will be processedavithout delay on humanitarian grounds. "

By Decision No. 2650 of Aug&st1940 the legal status of Jews was changhad
"Jew" designation in Romanian passpdrésl to be addedKaradjgrotestedsuccessfully in
writing directly to Ministerof Foreign Affair&\ntonescu (no relatiowith the state leader



Antonescy and referingto the logical consequences for the Jews. "From a humanitarian
point of view, we will further aggravate the situation of the poor souls, unnecessary
obstacleswill be createdo be put in the wayof their exodus, and "We will make the

situation worseand after the war, we will be accused publicly because we participated in
such an atrocity. " Karadja proposedrtoplacete word“ J ewithi the nondescript letter

* XOnly the Romanian authorities would carry this knowledge so that no "distinguishing
characteristics" were recorded for public traffic (1941). Countlk=sss emained outside the
transports to the gas chambers. And for those who had not yet understood in Bucharest: "All
Romanians should be protected abroad without distinction" (1941).

Constatin Karadja has experiencelddg advance of the Soviet troops in Bucharest,
where he was transferred to on June 15, 19%Fhecity was bombed heavily from 1943
onwards But he continued drawing attention and asking for actiorsaveJews.In a letter
to Minister Davidescu he stressed that "every minority, like the Jews, has to submit not only
to the laws of the country, but also has the right to diplomatic and consular protection” to
escape (1943). Karadja also wrote: "In international law, the princgflasiversal ethics
and the fundamental rights of mankind are not taken into account by the German
authorities’ (1943).

But Karadjalid not only writeletters and memos. On request, he alappliedthe
necessary travel documents to refugees with theindét i ¢ Ban poarrse réndren
Ramanik SThebGerman Foreign Ministry protestedvainagainst thisovert mutiny ofthis
representative oftheir supposed ally. In April 1943 Karadja arranged with the Romanian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that Jews wigomanian nationality "were allowed to stay in
Romania until it is possible for them to emigrate to PalestiBg/'granting this nationalitiie
managed to thwart the deportation of many thousands of Romanian Jews from Vichy France
and Hungarian Jew8thers fromGermany, Greece and Itdled to Romanias well

In April 1941 SHaupsturmfuhreiGustav Richter, the right hand of Adolf Eichmann,
wassent to Romania with a special mission. In collaboration with the German Ambassador
to Romania, Manfred Etherr von Killinger, he had to prepare the deportation of 300,000
Romanian Jews. Although there were mass killingsctiosdinatedplan dd not materialize
after the Battle of Stalingradrom February 194&e tide turned irreversiblyfor the Nazi
powers.

Duringthe spring of 1944he Soviet Armiesaunchedthe offensiveagainstRomania.
This was followed in August by Ukrainian attacks on lasi and Tiraspol, where the Romanian
army offered little or no resistance. On August 23, 19%4oupwas committedby royalist
supporters of King Mihai | against Antonescupwias then lockedip in the room with the
royal stamp collection. The new government immediatytchedto the Allied forces and
suddenly the Embassy of former ally Germany wassaelged fortresdt can easy be
imaginedhow the Soviet soldiers behaved against the civil population of the former Nazi
ally. Romaniaghusended the war with heavy fightingssesagainst Germany and Hungary,
but wasforcedby the peace treaty of Parie remunerationsto the Soviet Union and had to
renunciateMoldova. On June 1, 1946 Antonescu was executed. In December 1947 King
Mihai was forced to resign and seek asylum in Switzerland.

After the war Constantin Karadygasnot sparedby the new commurst regime. On
October 17, 1944 he was dismissed frima diplomatic service, but shortly thereaftee-
appointed by the new minister. He was elected an honorary member of the Academy of
Sciences on July 30, 1946. uhi€leAristide was at that time stillteached to the academy
and hadcomposeda huge collection of 125,000 Asian butterflies and moftee diplomatic



career of Constantin Karadja was terminated a second tim8eptember 11947. His state
pension was taken away. poovide in his owmmaintenancehe had to sll his beloved
collectionof books. In an environment of uncertainty and power changgkin the new
communist regime, but also of rising asgmitism and Jewismassemigration to Israel,
Karadja died on December 28, 1980the age of 61, possibly in a prison.

Duringhis careelfas a diplomatConstantin Karadja showed great courage and
tenacity, evidenced by numerous diplomatic documehtisdecisive actioaagainst the
persecution of Jewduring the Holocaust were not ime with the government he served
His youth, education and the international influences he experiemsade him a pan
European with strong humaniandintellectualbias Human rights took center stage, only
then camepolitical and other interests. His scientific activities refleistversatility and wide
orientation.

Numbers arenot important, when every lifeounts The Holocaust is characterized
by suchincredible numbersthat one might forget too ofterthat evely single number
representsa uniqueindividual. He or she o saved one man or womanisking his or her
own life,showed courage.Those thatsavel tens or hundreds opeople,showed courage.
Constantin Karadja, diplomat by profession, lawyeetycation scientistby heartand
human rights activisavant la lettrerescued 51,000 Jews from Germany, France, Greece,
Hungary Italyand RomaniaThere is no graenown to commemorate him. On September
15, 2005he was awardedgosthumouslythe title "Righteousamong the nations" by the Yad
Vashem Institute.
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